Siddhartha: Final Ideas


This is a work in progress. Let’s design a final you’ll want to do well on.

1. What is Sidd looking for? Why is he looking for it? Is his quest a necessary one we all go through? What if Sidd had just stayed at home to become a Brahman? Why didn’t he? What’s the modern equivalent to Sidd’s story?

2. What are the phases of Sidd’s self discovery? What does it mean to “find yourself”? What is enlightenment? Does Sidd find what he’s looking for? Metaphorically and literally, where does he end up by the close of the story? How does he get there?

3. What choices does Sidd make? What are the consequences of these choices? How does Sidd take those consequences into consideration and learn?

4. Has Sidd changed over the course of his novel? When do these changes take place? Why do they take place? Are they positive or negative changes?

5. How do Kamala and Kamaswami help Sidd on his journey to enlightenment? Is the life that Sidd leads with them a step up or down from his samana lifestyle? Is his story just a series of steps down in social standing?

6. What do Sidd’s dreams in chapters 5 and 7 mean? Literally and symbolically, how are they important to the rest of the novel and the rest of Sidd’s journey?

7. Explain Sidd’s encounter with suicide. What does that say about the journey he’s on? Why does Sidd even entertain the notion of suicide? How does that help him on his quest?

8. How is Govinda’s return to the narrative in chapter 8 important? What do you think Hesse is trying to say by Govinda’s appearance there?

9. Rewrite Sidd’s story. Instead of starting out as the son of a Brahman, the modern Sidd will be just about to graduate high school. How do you imagine Sidd’s journey would play out in modern society? Create a plot diagram for the story, labeling all the events that would happen to the modern Sidd, making sure that you parallel Hesse’s story as closely as possible. Now, film it, write it, illustrate it, create it, stage it, act it, or present it. Possible products: short film, short story, a complete Web site, Power Point presentation, multimedia performance, etc.

10. Find modern media (ads, films, songs, TV shows, news items, Web pages, books, stories, magazine articles, etc.) that show the different stages of Sidd’s development. This is a way to mirror Sidd’s story in modern society. Take one of two approaches: show as many different media types as possible; stick to only one media type.

11. Using Blogger, Blogsome, Blog-city, WordPress.com, or some other free service, create a blog for Sidd. Write at least one entry for each chapter and for each significant moment of his life (minimum of 15 entries [?]). Complete the blog with comments from the other characters from the novel and appropriate responses from Sidd. Remember to write from Sidd’s POV and with Sidd’s voice. Double check to make sure we can access the blog from the classroom (Xanga, LiveJournal, MySpace, and several others are all unavailable at any campuses in East Side).

12. What is Hesse trying to say about life with this novel? Is this simply the story of one man’s search for something or is it more universal?

13. Should this novel be taught in high school? Make an argument for or against the inclusion of Siddhartha in the high school curriculum.

14. Ok, fine. YOU think of one!

