Not close enough
Frame your photo: look around the edges of your photo before you click

Is there anything extra you do not want in it? Are you cutting something off you shouldn't be?

Not in focus
Those 3 squares or the flashing dot in your viewfinder tell you what the camera sets as completely in focus. Set the focus point!!

Camera shake
Lighting is usually to blame, here. Use a tripod or something else stable, switch to night-time mode.

Boring composition
The law of thirds: Tic-tac-toe board so the photo controls eye flow from left to right and gives the viewer something interesting to look at in the photo. Also, take the photo from a higher or lower vantage point to add interest.

Ignoring the background
When things are in the background of the picture that are not important or when the background interferes with the foreground image, there's a problem. Don't forget that what's in the background of the image plays a role in how the image is composed. Don't ignore it.

Missing the moment
Take your camera out and press the button. Takes a few (micro)seconds to snap the shot, eh? Switch to sports mode so the camera knows to take the fastest picture possible. Using levels and shadow/highlight in Photoshop is a good way to fix the low light levels that happen as a result of taking a fast picture.

Too much flash
Take two pictures, one version with flash on and one with flash off. A lot of times, natural light is enough to illuminate the picture and the flash takes away from the coolness of what's naturally there.

Too little flash

Camera shake happens if there's low light. Low light? Try turning on the flash. Yes, even in the daytime if it results in a better image (your subject is in a shadow while the background is in the sunlight, turn on the flash. Your subject will be clear and the background will be, too).

Why not vertical?
Just give it a shot, turn the camera vertical and see if that makes for a better shot.

Digital zoom
It's bad! Well, ok. I agree and I typically don't use it, but it's come in handy a few times. Optical zoom is the most important thing. Digital zoom moves in on the picture, essentially cropping the image, bringing down the overall amount of pixels in the image. Result: pixilated image, blurry edges. If you really want to do this, use Photoshop later and do it.

Wrong settings
resolution: uncheck "Resample image" so that changing the resolution of the image is controlled by you, so you can actually tell the software how to reorganize the pixels within the image. This changes the width and the height of the image, so make changes but pay attention.

RAW: meh... I don't remember much of this and doesn't seem to apply for most photos.

sRGB or Adobe RGB: color space profiles cameras use. Her advice is to take a picture with each setting and see which one you like better.

Shutter priority: the ability to set the speed of the picture, this can result in some great images. The most common is the image of a waterfall where the rocks are nice and clear and the water is blurry.

Aperture priority: a smaller number means that a smaller area is in focus, creating a soft focus in the background; the greater number means that more is in focus, resulting in a landscape photo.

Exposure compensation: it's better to take a picture that's too dark than too light. If your pictures are resulting in light images, lower the exposure compensation. If your pictures are typically dark, raise the exposure compensation.

White balance adjustment: this is a way for the camera to compensate for the different colors given off by different lighting.

