Commenting Guidelines


When you comment on someone else’s blog, realize that you hold a lot of power. Comments hurt just as easily as make you happy. Be careful with this power you wield. As far as I see it, you have a few different ways to comment on each others’ blogs.

Call attention to the ways the writing style affects you. If the poor syntax makes it hard for you to take the author seriously, point that out without sounding like a jerk. If the smooth writing makes you feel as if the author should be professionally published, state that without sounding like a suck up. More than just stating the obvious, work on crafting a comment that highlights something significant about the entry. A comment like this points out something that the rest of us should learn from and/or reflects on others’ writing styles as a result of what’s noticed here; this can include your own writing as well as other authors’.

Maybe the connection expressed in the entry calls your attention for some reason, either because you agree or disagree. If you read the book under discussion, your opinion becomes even more worthwhile due to your expertise. Mention that you read the book and discuss what you think about the entry’s response to it. Beyond simply summarizing, this style of commenting offers to future readers some new interpretation of the entry and typically provides a reaction to which others can respond.

A comment engaging the author in a conversation provides possibly the largest reward a blog author can find. This shows that readers find the writing worthy of discussion. By leaving some questions along with proposed answers, you start a dialogue with the author (and anyone else reading). More than just a simple list of questions, though, a comment like this builds off of ideas expressed in the entry in order to extend the discussion with the author. Most blog entries contain a few loose threads, ideas not fully developed or problems not completely solved or observations not entirely proven. This type of comment attempts to tie those loose ends together by offering possible answers to things that confuse the author.


“Add value to the discussion. Consider if your comment will actually be of use to others reading your comment.”

“Avoid two-word comments. While getting appreciative comments is great, comments consisting of only ‘Great job,’ ‘Nice work,’ or ‘Love it’ don’t really say a lot.”

“Stay polite and civilized. Again, it’s perfectly fine to disagree on something, but be constructive about it or you’re out.”
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A Few Cautions


adapted from 456 Brea Street (http://tinyurl.com/y79c83/)











