Class Blog:

Response Styles


Artistic Interpretations

Art is important. "Give us bread, but give us roses" is a favorite quote of mine. It comes from the idea that humans need the essentials in life (the bread), but we also need beauty (the roses). We are not complete without both of those elements.

Artistic Interpretations assignments are ones where you get to pull a little bit of art into this discussion. You can find pictures online, create your own digital collages with Photoshop, digitize your drawings, link to photos, there are lots of possibilities here.

For each image you provide, write at least 2 sentences explaining why you chose that image and what part of the play it relates to and/or depicts. Give your readers a reason that you feel that image is relevant. Here are a few resources:

· http://www.morguefile.com/ - MorgueFile: Totally killer free photos

· http://snipshot.com/ - Snipshot: Free online photo editor

· http://www.uploadhut.com/ - UploadHut: A place to store your images online so you can link to them

If anyone has other links that work, leave a comment here. Remember that places like Photobucket are blocked here at school. I think Flickr still works, but it's probably only a matter of time until we can't see that site, either.

Miscellaneous

Have some ideas that don't fit into any of the other categories? Feel like you really have something to write about all this and aren't sure which single category to drop it into? Want some feedback on an idea for writing that's stirring around in your head? This is the place.

Post your ideas that don't fit elsewhere so that we can all read your thoughts. This is great exercise for getting input from others in the class, even if you haven't quite figured out what you want to say yet. Or maybe you just have a random observation or connection. Let us know.

Language

When writing a Language entry, you're working on explaining the words that Shakespeare used when writing this play. For instance, our discussion about the words "foul" and "fair" would have made a nice Language entry.

Experimenting with the language, observations about what works and what doesn't work, explanations of why you believe certain choices were made, all of these (and more) would fit perfectly into this category.

Theme

Theme is the author's message about life. Another way to look at this is the message about life that you understand now that you've read this. We worked on a slight process to get us closer to theme before we began reading <em>Macbeth</em>. Remember?

Distill the text down to the 8 most important events (that's the 8-panel comic). Then you've got a few questions to consider: what kinds of decisions are these? what kinds of characters are these? what is the author saying about these kinds of decisions and/or characters? Finally, think about all of that and fill in the blank: This story is <em>really</em> about __________.

Your entries about theme will bring up some messages about life you see in this play. Share your insights with the rest of us. As always, explain to us how you reached that conclusion by being detailed and convincing. Using details from the play go a long way to let readers understand your ideas about the story.

Scene Summaries

What!? Macbeth is doing what? Duncan slept where? Who is that person Macbeth is seeing? What's going on?

After each scene, someone will need to post a summary to keep everything fresh in our minds. Think about it: after we read the whole play, we'll have blog entries that to remind us of important events. We'll write our own Spark Notes for the story. Oh yea, don't copy Spark Notes. That would kind of defeat the purpose of this. Do your best to figure things out based on what you read and what we talked about in class. Double check your ideas with a colleague and then post here so the rest of us know what you know.
