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Modified from “Shakespeare: Subject to Change”

at http://tinyurl.com/23p6dj/
Video Clip Submission Process    

Shakespeare is meant to be experienced and performed by all, each in his or her own way. That includes YOU!  Send us a 3-minute, digitized clip of your interpretation of Macbeth’s “Is this a dagger I see before me” speech (or any other well-known speech written by Shakespeare) – and we’ll consider posting it to our site.        

Here are the technical specifications, along with some filming tips, to help you put together your submission.

Technical Specifications

Save your video clips as follows:    

1. Save in one of these formats:  

a. Windows Media "streaming" or "progressive download" (file extension would be .wmv);

b. QuickTime "progressive download" only (file extension would be  .mov). 

2. Viewing area size should be no larger than 320 x 240 pixels;

3. Bit rate should be no higher than 300 kbps for video and 40 kbps at 32 kHz for audio.    

Video clips should be no more than 3 minutes in length. Most files encoded with the above parameters should come in at 1 to 1.5 MB per minute of video.      

Filming Tips    

VIDEO:    

· Rest your camera on a tripod or a flat surface so you will have a level, stable picture.

· Avoid zooming and panning your camera--it's usually distracting to the viewer. 

· Compose the picture to a close up (a "head and shoulders" shot) and frame the shot so that your subject's eyes rest in the upper third of the screen. (It's fine if the very top of the subject’s head isn't showing).

· Make sure your subject is well illuminated! Try to avoid shadows.

· Place your subject against a dark simple background (drapes, a wall, trees, etc.). Also try to have the sun to your back or to your side when you tape. Avoid shooting into the sun--depending on your camera, this might make your subject look either too bright or too dark (the bright light may close the camera's auto-iris).

· Use your camera's auto-focus to make your subject sharp, then turn it off  so any slight movements your subject makes won't cause the focus to shift in  and out (experiment with your camera to see how sensitive its auto-focus  is...).

AUDIO:

· Recording clear, clean sound may be your biggest challenge. Always get the microphone as close to the sound source (your subject's mouth) as possible. The farther away the source from the mic, the quieter the voice (or signal) and the louder the hiss (noise).

· Monitor your audio quality using headphones (the kind that fully enclose the ears work best). Many cameras have a headphone jack.

· Microphone tips:

· If you’re really serious about recording good, clean audio, you might want to visit your local electronics store and buy a relatively inexpensive microphone that you can plug into the "MIC" or "EXT MIC" jack on your camera (most cameras have an external mic  jack--usually a min-plug). If you’re not sure what you need, take your camera to the store with you and ask for help.

· Get a clip-on or lavelier ("lav") mic and clip it on your subject at about the upper breastbone level.  (Make sure your subject doesn't accidentally scratch or press on the mic or have any necklaces touching or rubbing against the mic--all of these can cause noise).

· If you can buy a "handheld" mic (like TV reporters on-location use), you can tape or clamp the handheld to a pole or a yardstick to make a "mic-boom" (just like the pros!).  Have somebody hold the boom at upper chest level on your subject, just out of the camera's view.
· Avoid having your subject at the other end of the room and merely zooming all the way in to get your head and shoulders shot--it may look fine, but chances are your subject won't be heard very well from that far away and you'll likely record a lot of noise (hiss) along with his voice.

· Tape in a quiet place; a carpeted interior room or school library is better than a cement basement or school gym.

· Ask your subjects to speak in a full voice and project it to the camera.
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Adapted from http://www.ciconline.org/broadband/Shakespeare

