The Crucible: Quotations


Directions: Write about each of the following quotations. 

1. For each quote, who is speaking, to who, under what circumstances, and what is the significance?
2. What does each of these quotes reveal about the speaker (motivation, intentions, characteristics, etc.)?

3. What did Miller want us to think about when he wrote each of these passages?

Act One

1. Now look you. All of you. We danced...and I can make you wish you had never seen the sun go down!

2. But I will cut off my hand before I ever reach for you again.

3. There is a prodigious danger in the seeking out of loose spirits.

4. You will confess yourself or I will take you out and whip you to your death.

Act Two

5. It's winter in here yet.

6. I must tell you, sir, I will be gone every day now. I am amazed you do not see what weighty work we do.

7. Is the accuser always holy now?

8. Peace. It is a providence, and no great change; we are only what we always were, but naked now.
Act Three

9. Come now. You say your only purpose is to free your wife. Good then, she is saved at least this year, and a year is long.

10. Do that which is good and no harm will come to thee.

11. This girl has always struck me false!

12. God is dead.... And it is my face, and yours, Danforth.... God damns our kind especially.
Act Four

13. Postponement now speaks a floundering on my part.

14. There will be no higher judge under heaven than Proctor is.

15. Let Rebecca go like a saint, for me it is a fraud.... I am John Proctor! You will not use me!

16. And there's your first marvel, that I can. You have made your magic now for I do think I see some shred of goodness in John Proctor.

