Siddhartha: Quickwrites


“The Brahmin’s Son”

1. Find and copy all the proof you can of Siddhartha’s ambition and arrogance.

2. Why is Siddhartha unhappy? Why is his spirit like a “waiting vessel”?

3. How does Siddhartha convince his father? Why doesn’t he just go?

4. Why, in the center of this chapter, does Siddhartha string together 20 rhetorical questions?

“With the Samanas”

1. What are the valuable lessons Siddhartha learned while he was with the Samanas?

2. Explain the meaning of those lessons Siddhartha learned while with the Samanas. Who cares?

3. Who is Gotama? What does Siddhartha think of him?

“Gotama”

1. Explain the flaw that Siddhartha perceived in the teachings of the Buddha.

2. Why does Govinda choose to join him? Why won’t Siddhartha?

3. Explain the significance of “But he has given to me Siddhartha, myself” (36).

“Awakening”

1. Explain the distinction Hesse is making between the “Self” and Siddhartha (or yourself, for that matter). Exactly what is it that Siddhartha didn’t get from any teachers or teachings?

2. Explain the significance of “Nobody was so alone as he” (41).

3. “At that moment, when the world around him melted away, when he stood alone like a star in the heavens, he was overwhelmed by a feeling of icy despair, but he was more firmly himself than ever. That was the last shudder of his awakening, the last pains of birth” (41-42).

· What is the significance of this passage?

· What is the relation between this passage and Plato’s “Allegory of the Cave”?

“Kamala”

1. “The sun and moon had always shone; the rivers had always flowed and the bees had hummed, but in previous times all this had been nothing to Siddhartha but a fleeting and illusive veil before his eyes, regarded with distrust, condemned to be disregarded and ostracized from the thoughts, because it was not reality, because reality lay on the other side of the visible. But now his eyes lingered on this side; he saw and recognized the visible and he sought his place in this world” (45-46).

· Explain why the world transformed for Siddhartha after his awakening.

· After thinking about what Siddhartha has discovered, explain the understanding you and Siddhartha have about the nature of reality.

· So what? Why is this understanding important? Explain the meaning of your understanding.

2. “He had heard a voice, a voice in his own heart which commanded him to seek rest under this tree, and he had not taken recourse to mortification of the flesh, sacrifices, bathings or prayers, eating or drinking, sleeping or dreaming; he had listened to the voice. To obey no other external command, only the voice, to be prepared—that was good, that was necessary. Nothing else was necessary” (48).

· Why does Siddhartha think this?

· What are the everyday, practical meanings of “being prepared”? What are the deeper, philosophical meanings of “being prepared”?

3. Explain Siddhartha’s purpose in seeking the “teacher” Kamala. Go beyond the obvious reason.

“Amongst the People”

1. What does his four-day trip to the village show about Siddhartha? How can that be good business?

2. “Although he found it so easy to speak to everyone, to live with everyone, to learn from everyone, he was very conscious of the fact that there was something that separated him from them—and this was due to the fact that he had been a Samana” (69-70).

· What is it, exactly, that separates Siddhartha from everyone else? Explain your answer.

3. “…but that real life was flowing past him and did not touch him. Like a player who plays with his ball, he played with his business, with the people around him, watched them, derived amusement from them; but with his heart, with his real nature, he was not there” (71).

· What is Siddhartha experiencing here? Explain your answer.

“Samsara”

1.  “It seemed to him that he had spent his life in a worthless and senseless manner…He stood alone, like a shipwrecked man on the shore” (82).

· Explain the bird dream that leads up to this quotation. What is the dream about? What are things symbolic for in that dream?

· Explain how, despite all that Siddhartha has experienced and learned, it is possible for him to feel this way.

· Explain why it is significant that Siddhartha is once again “alone.”

“By the River”

1. “The songbird was dead; its death, which he had dreamt about, was the bird in his own heart….He was full of ennui, full of misery, full of death; there was nothing left in the world that could attract him, that could give him pleasure or solace” (87).

“With a distorted countenance he stared into the water. He saw his face reflected, and spat at it; he took his arm away from the tree trunk and turned a little, so that he could fall headlong and finally go under. He bent, with closed eyes—towards death” (89).

“Siddhartha was deeply horrified. So that was what he had come to; he was so lost, so confused, so devoid of all reason, that he had sought death” (89). 

· Explain why Hesse has Siddhartha “reborn.” What possible significance might this process have?

· Explain why this moment is such a low point in the life of a man such as Siddhartha. While suicide certainly represents a low point in a person’s life, why is this even worse for Siddhartha? Consider all he has experiences up to this point.

· What rescues him? What realization about life and death comes to him?

· Is Siddhartha arrogant at the end of this chapter? Why or why not? Explain and defend your answer.

“The Ferryman”

1. One of the best known symbolic uses of a river is found in Huckleberry Finn. There it has been said to stand both for freedom and for the journey to discovery. In many literary pieces, the river has symbolized renewal, cleansing, and rebirth. How is the river used as a symbol in this story? Explain the symbolic use of the river in Siddhartha in a carefully written paragraph.

2. Vasudeva says he has learned many lessons from the river. List five things that Vasudeva says Siddhartha will learn from the river, not from a human teacher.

3. “He felt more acutely the indestructibleness of life, the eternity of every moment.” What belief comes to the surface of his consciousness in that moment?
“The Son”

1. Notice that Siddhartha’s love for his son has two facets. In what way is it an ideal parental love? How is it also selfish?

2. Vasudeva is the ideal friend standing on the outside to view the situation objectively. List at least three good pieces of advice that he gives to Siddhartha. What do those pieces of advice tell you about Vasudeva? What does his response tell you about Siddhartha?

3. Siddhartha suddenly realizes that he is now one of the ordinary people. What makes him one of them?

“Om”

1. "Within Siddhartha there slowly grew and ripened the knowledge of what wisdom really was and the goal of his long seeking. It was nothing but a preparation of the soul, a capacity, a secret art of thinking, feeling and breathing thoughts of unity at every moment of life. This thought matured in him slowly, and it was reflected in Vasudeva’s old childlike face: harmony, knowledge of the eternal perfection of the world, and unity."

· Explain what you understand the passage to mean.

2. Siddhartha watches Vasudeva and observes “that this motionless man was the river itself, that he was God Himself, that he was eternity itself.” Explain what you understand that passage to mean.

3. “He could no longer distinguish the different voices—the merry voice from the weeping voice, the childish voice from the manly voice. They all belonged to each other: the lament of those who yearn, the laughter of the wise, the cry of indignation and the groan of dying.”

· Explain the meaning of the conclusion Siddhartha reaches in the above passage.

"Govinda”

1. Explain in your own words what is meant by “in every truth the opposite is equally true.”

2. Read the passage that begins, “This stone is stone.” Explain what you think he means. How does that contrast with the idea of reincarnation?

3. Govinda remarks, “Never since the time our illustrious Gotama passed into Nirvana have I met a man with the exception of Siddhartha about whom I felt: This is a holy man!” Gotama’s and Siddhartha’s philosophies are different; then what is it they have in common that makes the holy?

