Syntax Quick Guide


WORD CLASSES

Verbs (V) = Action words. What the subject does or is. Verbs are also the only words you can add -ing to and still have a correct word (thinking, being, doing). 

· Test frame:  I _____.
What’s happening? Answer = Verb

Nouns (N) = People, places, animals, things, or ideas.

· Test frame:  _____ seem(s) nice. 

Subject noun (S) = The noun that is the doer of the action.

Who/What + V? Answer = Subject

Object noun (O) = The noun that is the receiver of the action.

S + V + Who/What? Answer = Object

Indirect Object noun (IO) = The noun that the action is done to or for.

S + V + O + To/For Who/What? Answer = Indirect Object

Adjective (adj) = A word that describes a noun.

· Test frame: That seems _____.


Adverb (adv) = A word that describes action.  Adverbs work with verbs and tell where, when, how, or how often the action happened. Not and never are adverbs.

· Test frame:  Birds fly _____.

Intensifier (I) = A special adverb that describes the intensity of an adverb or adjective.

· Test frame:  She runs _____ fast.
Conjunctions (C) = Words which join parts of the sentence.  And, but, or, and nor are common conjunctions.

Determiner (D) = Any word that will replace the word the and still make sense. Common determiners are this, that, those, my, his, her, our, and their.

· Test frame: _____ thing is nice.


	am

is

are

was

were


	be

being

been

have

has

had


	may

might

must

can

shall

will
	could

should

would

do

does

did
	
	am

is
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was

were

become

remain
	be

being

been

seem

stay

grow

look
	turn

get

appear

sound

taste

feel

smell


BASIC SENTENCE TYPES


1.  S V (ADV) 


MORTIMER THOUGHT (SILENTLY).





2.  S V (D) O


MORTIMER WROTE (A) LETTER.





3.  S V (D) IO (D) O


MORTIMER GAVE (THE) 


WOMAN (A) LETTER.





4.  S LV ADV


MORTIMER WAS NERVOUS.





5.  S LV (D) N


MORTIMER BECAME (A) WRITER.





6.  (D) S LV ADJ


(THE) LETTER SEEMED 


ROMANTIC.





COMMON HELPING VERBS





COMMON LINKING VERBS








