Plane Trouble

Situation
You are on a plane, just finishing your Australian vacation and heading home. A little turbulence and pilot misdirection caused you and your fellow passengers to crash land on an island six-hundred miles off course. You need to survive until help arrives.

Task
Thinking of your survival on this island, place the number 1 by the most important item and the number 20 by the least important item. Please work individually without disturbing other passengers. You’ll be asked to confer with a few other passengers in about 10 minutes, where you’ll try to reach consensus (agreement) on the order of these items.

Items
	Individual Ranking
	
	Group Ranking

	_____
	Box of matches
	_____

	_____
	10 packaged dinners (airplane food)
	_____

	_____
	50 feet of nylon rope
	_____

	_____
	Parachute
	_____

	_____
	1 bottle of Aspirin (120 capsules)
	_____

	_____
	6 .45 caliber pistols (with ammunition)
	_____

	_____
	2 gallons of dehydrated milk
	_____

	_____
	6 knives of varying sizes and weights
	_____

	_____
	Flight map (showing the course that should have been traveled)
	_____

	_____
	Life raft
	_____

	_____
	Compass
	_____

	_____
	5 gallons of water
	_____

	_____
	2 Signal flares
	_____

	_____
	First-aid kit (box of Band-Aids, gauze, medical tape)
	_____

	_____
	Solar-powered FM receiver-transmitter
	_____

	_____
	20 feet of copper wire
	_____

	_____
	Hammer
	_____

	_____
	A box of magazines and books
	_____

	_____
	3 bars of soap
	_____

	_____
	A suitcase of clothes (4 different outfits)
	_____


Written Piece
At the conclusion of this exercise, note differences between individual and group problem-solving processes. What did you do to rank these items? What did you think about? What did your group do to rank these items? What did your group think about? What was different? What was similar? You should be able to write 2 paragraphs (a total of at least 16 sentences) on this subject.

Points Possible: 30

Due Date: Today
