San Jose police Saturday announced a $5,000 reward to help crack the homicide case of a 73-year-old man who was fatally beaten on his way home from the Garden City Casino.

On March 15, after a night of playing cards, Hooshang "David" Pyrooz of San Jose was walking back to his studio apartment on Boynton Avenue in the early morning when he was attacked, police said. His body was found about 4 a.m. at Kiely Boulevard and Northlake Drive; he died two days later at a hospital.

There are no suspects in the case, San Jose police spokesman Enrique Garcia said. While money was found in Pyrooz's pockets, no motive has been established. Pyrooz, a grandfather and a longtime Bay Area resident, was a regular at the Saratoga Avenue cardroom.

A reward is being offered by the Carole Sund/Carrington Memorial Reward Foundation, Garcia said. Anyone with information on this case was asked to call detective Sgt. Tommy Troy or detective Sgt. James Randol of the San Jose Police Department's Homicide Unit at (408) 277-5283. Those wishing to remain anonymous may call Crime Stoppers at (408) 947-STOP.

To donate to the Sund/Carrington foundation's reward fund, call (888) 813-8389.

Three, Two, One

A 41-year-old man found badly beaten on a South San Jose street died today, making him the city's 28th homicide victim of the year, according to authorities.

Police spokesman Enrique Garcia said officers responded to the 100 block of Roundtable Drive, near Monterey Highway and Blossom Hill Road, where they found the man, according to Garcia. The San Jose resident was taken to a local hospital and initially listed in critical condition, Garcia said.

Police are looking for a "small group" of suspects who severely beat the victim. The man has not been identified, pending notification of kin, according to police, but Garcia confirmed that the man was not a gang member.

Last year at this time, there had been 23 homicides. 2007 ended with 36 homicides, a 10-year high.

Anyone with information is asked to contact detective Sgts. James Randol or Tommy Troy, (408) 277-5283 or Crime Stoppers at (408) 947-STOP.

Three, Two, One

The owner of a San Jose jewelry store was in jail today on suspicion of bilking customers by selling them synthetic diamonds, authorities said.

Gerald Dan Mokma, 60, of Santa Clara victimized 20 customers of an estimated $240,000 at Willow Estates Jewelry at 1302 Lincoln Ave., San Jose police said. Mokma was being held in lieu of $2 million bail at Santa Clara County Jail and is to appear in court Wednesday on charges of grand theft.

The investigation began when several people reported being victimized by Mokma after learning that they were sold synthetic diamonds instead of genuine ones, police said.

Darren Kimura, 38, of San Jose said today that he bought his wife some diamond earrings for $1,000 from Mokma several years ago, only to learn from a friend that he had been purchased cubic zirconium instead. Kimura said Mokma agreed to switch the fake diamonds with real ones.

"What goes around comes around," Kimura said. "Having been taken advantage of, I don't feel sorry for him."
Three, Two, One

A 22-year-old San Jose man has been charged for allegedly allowing his pit bull to run loose and attack a neighbor who was on a walk through a south San Jose neighborhood.

Ivan Batinich was charged on Sept. 15 with a felony that could land him a maximum stay in prison for three years if he is convicted of allowing his vicious animal to run free, which caused great bodily injury, according to prosecutors. Batinich, who is out on bail, is scheduled to be arraigned Sept. 30. The pit bull was euthanized following the attack.

On the night of the April 11 attack, the dog reportedly charged after Steve Belsley, who was out for a walk with his dog, Bella, near Almaden Expressway and Branham Lane. The pit bull bit Belsley more than 20 times, prosecutors say, and Belsley will likely suffer permanent damage from the attack.

Belsley tried to save his own pet from the attack, lifting Bella over his head to protect her, but he eventually had to put her down because he was getting attacked himself. Bella ran off and is still missing. Friends and strangers have led many fruitless searches for the 20-pound black-and-tan Shiba Inu. For more information on the search, please see www.bringbellahome.info. 

"We had no idea that this aggressive pit bull lived less than a block from us,'' said Terri Belsley, Steve's wife. "Steve is most likely going to have permanent damage to his arm and fingers." She said one of his tendons isn't healing properly, and his doctor said Monday that he may not be able to fully extend his left middle finger again. He is an engineer for Lockheed Martin in Sunnyvale and uses a computer at work.
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