
S o c r a t i c  S e m i n a r  R u b r i c  
100% 

frequently contributes meaningfully to the discussion 
often uses specific references to the text 
explains ideas clearly and thoroughly 
pays attention when others speak 
makes direct references to others’ points 
includes others through invitation into conversation 

 

85% 
regularly contributes to the discussion 
sometimes uses specific references to the text 
explains some ideas clearly 
pays attention when others speak 
makes general references to others’ points 
attempts to include others in the conversation 

 

75% 
occasionally contributes to the discussion 
only uses general references to the text 
vaguely explains ideas 
pays attention when others speak 
refers to others’ general ideas 
makes no attempt to include others 

 

50% 
makes little or no contribution to the discussion 
shows little evidence of knowledge of the text 
makes distracting remarks 
does not pay attention to others 
makes personal criticisms of the ideas of others 
interrupts when others speak 
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Evaluate yourself. What grade did you 
earn based on your participation in 

today’s Socratic seminar? Why? What 
could you do to be a better participant 
next time? Specifically, how could you 

have helped improve today’s 
discussion? Write at least one 

paragraph (8 sentences). 
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