TTTC: Comparison Of Style & Theme


Writing Prompt:

In 1000 words or more (roughly 3 typed pages), compare two stories from The Things They Carried. Discuss the writing style (word choice, sentence length, sentence types, POV, etc.) and theme of both stories. How are O’Brien’s stylistic decisions similar and different in the stories? How do those decisions help communicate the theme of each story?


Writing Requirements:

1. Must have an original title.

2. Must be in MLA format.
3. Must be at least 1000 words (roughly 3 typed pages).
4. Must use quotations from the text to support ideas.

Style:
Style will be determined by which of the following can be said about the final paper:

	40 (100%)
	36 (90%)
	32 (80%)
	28 (70%)
	24 (60%)

	ideas expressed through a mix of techniques that communicate a clear meaning (dialogue, narration, flashback, imagery, sensory detail, characterization, etc.)
	ideas stated with experimental methods that help readers understand the meaning
	ideas appear in an interesting way that is ineffective, but doesn't cloud the meaning
	ideas follow formulaic but accurate expression, using only the bare minimum needed to convey meaning
	ideas stumble in weakly expressed, awkwardly phrased and/or incorrectly worded sentences that confuse meaning


Grading:
Thesis/Organization – 120 points

Textual Details/Support – 120 points

Sentence Variety – 120 points

Conventions – 100 points

Style – 40 points

MLA – 20 points

Rubric: English 3 Writing Rubric

Total Points Possible: 520

1st Draft: Friday, May 28, 2010 (seniors, bring yours on Thursday, May 27, 2010)
Final Draft: Thursday, June 3, 2010
Story 1











Writing Style:


Good verbs? Long sentences? Fragments?  1st or 3rd person? Lots of commas? Simple vocab? Detailed sentences? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Message About Life (Theme):


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Writing Style:


Good verbs? Long sentences? Fragments?  1st or 3rd person? Lots of commas? Simple vocab? Detailed sentences? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





Message About Life (Theme):


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________








Story 2








N.B.: Theme is the author’s message about life, a universal idea about the world we live in that applies to everyone, not just characters in a story. Thinking about types of characters and types of relationships will help you discuss theme.


